FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, Austinburg, Ohio
With First Congregational Church,~ Jefferson Ohio

CHRISTMAS EVE.

December 24, 2025 7 p.m,
“... He shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9: 6b
GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
CANDLE LIGHTING
GATHERING MUSIC OF CAROLS: Christmas Ensemble
PRELUDE
GREETINGS
SONG OF PREPARATION: “Every Valley * Choir

*CALL TO WORSHIP: ( Responsively )

L: The Prince of Peace beckons to us.

P: O Come let us adore him!

L: He comes quietly in the night, and yet, all creation sings with joy.
P: O come let us adore him!

l.: For us, a child is born. For us, a child is given.

P: O come let us adore him.

ALL: With justice, and righteousness, from this time forevermore.
0 come let us adore him!

*HYMN OF PRAISE: “ O Come All Ye Faithfil“ (Red/ Pilgrim) # 132

*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

O Holy God, we pause in the beauty of this night, to admit that we
have not lived as you like, or as we wish for ourselves. Despite our best
words, and best intentions, we fall victim to our short sighted-ness,
temper, and selfish nature. Help us to respond fo the needs of people,
both near, and far from us. Send us, your Holy Spirit, to fill us with
the Joy, which knows no end; the Love, which knows no boundaries;
and the Peace, which passes all understanding. Amen.

RESPONSE: { To be sung)
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard, and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the Son, of Mary.

*GOOD NEWS OF FORGIVESNESS:

Christ has come, to bring us peace. Christ has come to fulfill God’s love.
Christ has come, and all things are new. Because, Christ is here, and God
lives with us!



*PASSING THE PEACE:
L: Merry Christmas!
P: Christ has come!

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
FIRST SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 9:2-7

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE: - Cameron Hartley

UNISON PRAYER

Thank you, loving God, for the gift of your Son. He is the light of
the world the bread of life, and the living water. He is our Savior.
We ask you to bless and guide us to live, to love, and to serve as he
did, so that peace may come to the world through us. Amen.

STORY TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

SECOND SCRIPTURE: Matthew 1; 18-25

ANTHEM: * A Glorious Night® Choir

MESSAGE: “ The Best News™ Rev. Bill Terry
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

A TIME FOR PRAYER:
Pastoral Prayer / Silent Prayer/ Lord’s Prayer ( debts / debtors )
Prayer Response

A TIME OF SHARING:

Receiving of Gifis

Offertory

( Please remember to clearly mark for which church your gifts

are intended )
* A Doxology # 515 ( Red )

PRAYER OF DEDICATION:

Precious God, your gift of Jesus is the greatest thing imaginable.
Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, are all met in you tonight, Help us to un-
wrap the essence of each, to revel in life today, and through eternity.
May our Christmas offerings, be the first step toward a renewed,
and rededicated life, in the glorious freedom, of our new born
Christ. Amen,




CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Always keep a lit candle in the vertical position.
TIP UNLIT CANDLES ONLY.

Take your light from the flame of an upright
lighted candle.

The rest of the service is printed on your
insert

No Hymnal Required.

Music printed by permission of CCI License # 582084



Rev. Bill Terry

Fetrea Dunbar
Deedee Heath

The Shymanski Family

Jackam Family

Marjorie Milliken

Priscilla Colville

Bob Hart

George and Shelly Csepegi
Sherman Family

Winnie Cerbin

Ted and Ginny Seifert

Maolly and Don Smith

Paoinsettia List 2025

In Memory of Virginia Towe-Terry
In Memory of Foss, Eleanor and Schuyler Terry
In Memory of Mary and Floyd Towe

In Celebration of the season

In Memory of loved ones

In Memaory of Harry “Daddy” Dunbar

In Memaory of Rev. Emil and Saima Heino

In Memory of James and Bonnie Miller

In Memaory of loved ones and in celebration of the season
In Memory of Rev, Lowell Milliken

In Mem
In Memory of Rev. Andrew McComb

In Memory of Phillip McComb

In Memory of Colville and Flora Family
In Memory of Howard and Arlene Hart

In Memory of loved ones

In Celebration of the season

In Memory of Emil Cerbin

In Memary of Oliver and Flarence Seifert
In Memory of Bob and Margaret Ticknor

In Memaory of loved ones



Brian and Kanda O'Dell

Ted and Mary Ann Wilms

Mike and Kelly Forman and Family
Sandy and Ed O'Connell

Bob Young and Phoebe Calaway

Doug and Lou Ann Montgomery
Ed, Cindy and Kevin Luoma
Kathy Heino

Pevton Family

Ruth Pugel

Teresa Willlams

Lance and Cyndi Loveridge and Family
Gary Makar and Family

Anonymaous

In Memory of lanice O'Dell

In Memaory of Bill and Martha Seeley

In Memory of loved ones

In Celebration of the season

In Memary of Bob Jr. and Mahble Young
In Memaory of Cathy (Young) Calaway

in Memory of loved ones

In Memory of loved ones

For Blessings Received

In Memory of loved ones

In Memaory of Parents and Grandparents
In Memory of Robert Willlams

In Memory of Judy Williams

In Memory of Pauline and Walter Makar
In Memaory of Pauline and Walter Makar

In Celebration of the season



CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE CHRISTMAS EVE.

Sharing The Light of Christ { Instrumental)

A Medley of Carols By Candle light:
AWAY IN A MANGER:

Away in a Manger, no erib for a bed. The Little lord Jesus laid down his sweet head,
The stars in the sky, looked down where he lay. The little Lord Jesus asleep on the
hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, The little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. I
love thee Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, and stay by my cradle till morning
id migh,

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM:

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie. Above thy deep and endless
sleep, the silent stars go by. Yet in the dark streets shin-cth, the ever lasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years, are met in thee, tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, While mortals sleep the angels
keep their watch of wondering love. O morning stars together, proclaim the Holy
birth. And, praises sing to God the King, and peace to all, on earth.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n. So God imparts to human
hearts the blessings of his heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of
sin. Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in.

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains. And, the mountains in
reply, echoing their joyous strains; Glo-ria, in excelsis Deo, Glo-ria, in excelsis De-o!
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing. Come adore on bended
knee, Christ the Lord, your new-born King; Glo-ria, in excelsis Deo, Glo-ria, in
excelsis De-o!

JOY TO THE WORLD

Joy to the world, the Lord is come, Let earth, receive, her king, Let ev'ry heart,
prepare him room. And heaven and nature sing; and heaven and nature sing; and
heaven, and heaven, and na-ture sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns. Let men, their songs, employ. While fields and



floods, rocks, hills, and plains; Repeat the sounding Joy; Repeat the sounding Joy;
Re-peat, re-peat, the sound-ing, Joy!

He rules the world, with truth, and, grace. And, makes, the na-tions prove; The
glo—ries, of, his ri-ght-cousn-ess; And wonders, of his love. And, wonders of his
love, And, wonders, and wonders, of, his, love,

Commissioning: *

SILENT NIGHT

Silent night, Holy night. All is calm. All is bright. Round yon virgin mother and
child. Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly
peace.

Silent night, Holy night. Shepherds guake, at the sight. Glories stream from heaven
afar. Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia. Christ the savior is born! Christ the savior is
born!

Silent night, Holy night. Son of God, love's pure light. Radiant beams from thy holy
face. With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus Lord at thy bi-rth, Jesus Lord at thy
birth.

*Henediction

*Congregational Response:  Let There Be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; Let there be peace on earth,
the peace that was meant to be, With God our creator, brothers all are we. Let me
walk with my sister, in perfect harmony. Let peace begin with me: let this be the
moment now. With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: To take each
moment, and live each moment, in peace eternally!

Let there be peace on earth ,and let it begin ,with me!

* Postlude
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O comelet us a - dore him, Christ, the Lord!
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