FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Austinburg, OHIO
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025 11 a.m.
Jesus is the Love of God made real

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
Candle Lighting/ Prelude/ Ringing the Bell
Greetings and Announcements:

CALL TO WORSHIP: ( Responsively )

L: God 1s in our midst. We never have to fear.

P: It is the Lord who gathers us for worship in this place.

L: Trust in God and rejoice.

P: We will sing praises to God’s name, for the love God
brings to our lives.

L: Rejoice 1n the Lord, whatever your circumstances may be.

ALL: We open our hearts and minds gladly, to receive the

Christ child who comes!

*HYMN: "Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” (Red) # 114 Vs 1 &2

*UNISON PRAYER:

God of Spirit, God of Grace; We gather to worship the joy
of your holy love. We belong to you, but often go astray. You
come into the world as the Ruler of Peace. We need you to
come into our lives again, to remew our joy in a way which
opens our hearts, and our minds. Inspire us to work for the
day when the joy of your justice and peace will be plain for
all to see. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES: “ Love " Nancy Deligianis

RESPONSE:
The Hopes and Fears of all the Years, are met in you today.



A TIME FOR SHARING:

Friendship Folders

Mission Moments: The Christmas Fund

Make all checks payable to First UCC Church

A PRAYER OF DEDICATION:

Divine God; Your will is revealed in hidden places. We are
told to be ready for your Messiah. One who will come in
the times we do not expect. We are told to clothe the na-
ked, feed the hungry, and visit those in prison. Come to us
and quiet our fears. Lead us, with Love, that we may ven-
ture with confidence into the unknown, and minister to
strangers in our midst. Use all of us, and our gifts, to you
use. In Christ’s name. Amen.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Mini Cantata 2025

“Long, Long Time Ago” - Chris Sherman
The Promise of His Coming
Long ago, in prophets' song,
A Savior’s promise echoed strong.
Through darkness came a radiant light,
A child would pierce the endless night.
In humble manger, meek and mild,
God’s love was sent in the form of a child.

Isaiah 9:6-7 - Pastor Bill

“Child of Promise” - Chris Sherman

The Angels and Shepherds

The heavens burst in songs of grace,

Angels proclaimed in shining space:

"Glory to God, the King is born!"

And shepherds hurried, hopeful hearts reborn.
They saw the light, they heard the sound,
Witnesses, as God’s love came down.



Luke 2:8-20
HYMN:” Hark the Herald Angels Sing " (Red/Pilgrim)} #120

Mary, the Blessed Mother

With quiet faith, Mary stood,

A humble heart, pure and good.

The weight of worlds upon her heart,
A sacred trust, a holy part.

She held in her arms, divine and true,
The promise of life that would renew.

Luke 1:46-56

“Still is the Night”

Joseph, Protector and Guide

A quiet man, with faith so deep,

In dreams he found the truth to keep.

Though fear and doubt might cloud his mind,
He trusted in the love divine.

He took her hand, through night and day,
And walked the path in humble sway.

In every step, he knew the call,

To guard and raise the Christ, King of all.

Matthew 1:18-25

HYMN: “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” (NCH/Black) #1035

The Wise Men’s Journey

From distant lands they traveled far, Guided by heaven’s
brightest star. With gifts in hand, they knelt in awe, To honor
[Him, the child they saw.In wisdom deep and hearts so wide,
They found the King, the truth, the guide.

Matthew 2:9-12



A Wintry Noel”

Hope for the Modern New Year
Now in this season, fresh and bright,
We find new hope, we find new light.
As we approach the year ahead,

With faith and hope, our hearts are fed.
May we, like those who came before,
Be guided by Your light once more.

In every trial, joy, and fear,

May we remember You are near.

Romans 15:13

As we welcome the new year, may we have faith like Mary,
trust like Joseph, hope like the shepherds, seek like the magi,
praise like the angels, and love like Jesus.

“Christmas People, Raise Your Voices”
with Chris Sherman on Euphonium

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

Expressing Love and Appreciation

PASSING OF THE PEACE:
L: May the Love of God be with you always!
P: and also with you.

*HYMN. “ Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates” (Red) # 114 Vs. 3&4

*BENEDICTION:

*POSTLUDE
* = Those who are comfortable are invited to stand
Music printed by permission of CCI License # 582084
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In Our Prayers

Please remember in vour pravers: Rev. Allison
Milligan, Karen Taylor, Maranda Rabenold,
Randy Tackett, Sandy Fitzhugh Wagner, Rob
Harrison, Zach Wilson, Jinny Young, Tony
Schommer, Pat Yarbrough,. Kris Tetrick,
Caroline Holden, Charlotte Carter, Margie Heino

Weeklev Praver: Our Friends at Jefferson UCC

Please keep our service members in praver:
Robert “Nick™ Grandy, John and Dan Jackam
and all our service

Calendar Notes
Sunday. Dec 21st: 11 am Worship Service

Tues. Dec 23rd: 8 pm AA
Wednesday Dec 24th: 7 pm Joint

Christmas Eve Service with Jefferson
Thurs. Dec 25th:Merry Christmas!

Fri. Dec 26th: 8 pm GRMC
Sunday. Dec 28th: 10 am Joint Worship
Service at Jefferson

|




First United Church of Christ
Austinburg, Ohio
December 21st 2025

Rev. Bill Terry Musician: Cindy Luoma
Choir Director: Bridget Sherman

Stewardship: Please mail in your offerings to P.O. Box
253, Austinburg OH 44010. You also can sign-up for
online giving at app.easvtithe.com/App/Giving/
austinburguce or sign up via our website.

Please maintain your stewardship so we can continue to reach
out in Christ’s name. Thank you!

P Ml e

Previous Sunday’s attendance: 28
Total Online Attendance for the Nov 30th service is 33

Check out our church website at austinburgfirstuce.org
Visit our Facebook page at
facebook.com/AustinbureFirstUCC
or email austinburguce@windstream.net

Pastor Bill’s Contact Information
Rev. William Terry ~ (440) 335-4031 ~ gintexd4@twc.com

Office Hours:
Office Phone: 440-275-5125

Tues, Thurs, Friday: 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm

I
f w }'r Chuteh Wk fe: maslinburafirslucs org
31# £ W% TSN, | —
SI.EI Bl Eirg useShvindaiream nel
Pegi s
Connected ChwhFacebesface:
v A ned i 0 i linburpli bl G
With Us Online




Announcements

Welcome to First UCC-Austinburg. No matter
who you are, or where you are in life, you are
welcome here. We welcome all ages, races, gen-
ders and orientations — because we welcome all
who love the Lord with no exceptions. Please
keep spreading the word we have something to
share.

Red Wagon Donations for the Geneva Food
Pantry for December: Any Canned Goods
Donations for the Blessing Box can go directly
into the Box by our back door. Persﬂnai toiletries
and feminine Hygiene products are always
needed.

Bible Study: Is now on Christmas break until
January 6th.

Yoga Classes: Are now on break until the new
year, see you in 2026!
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2025 Christmas Fund Offering
Sun. Dec, 21st

“When They Saw The Star, They were Filled With Joy™

Ve Christmas. Fund has been saring for retired ond active clergy fior well over 100
YRS, providing esengency grants, supplements of small snnuses. and hogih
pramiums, 85 well as Chastmas "Thank You" chacks esch Docembor 1 owsr inCome
refrees. - In 2024, over 1,800 congregations helped o provide for the need o UCC
relrees, and their famfies. Togsher, we anticipate T good news of grest joy ot
Chriztnas. - 5, many cholongses ramain for owf pestors! leadeln who cordinus i
Srpenence 058 Of NCOAW 85 cONgregatons srugole with budgel shortiafs. — Ploass
sShow your contimued gratiude for retired UCC Clergy | and U.C.C. employess) who
NEAT our mpport by pving genencusly o the Crvitmas Fund this year, -

Pitsise Sond pour chiacks e Fiest LCC Chiach, &0 Bes 253 Aosgdinbyegy, O8, S4070
Foase moke checks peryadds o Firsl UCC Chasch. Ploase make 2 dear meeno
nodstion B snwve “Chrstmas Fund®

One of Our 5 for 5 Special Offerings
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we are very thankful and grateful to
everyone who came and helped cook the
meal served and cleaned for the free
mmmumitH dinner. Thank You!

Ghristimas (e

All are invited fo jein i fhe nisht of Beawty and Jor an
CHRISTMAS EFE
FEDNESDAY DECEMEER ™
with Candleleht Worzhip
at T pm
m the Amimbure Sancimary
eowdined with the First Congregaions! Charek af Jafforzen

—

First United Church of Christ, Austinburg
2870 Rt 307 * (440) 275-5125 * austinburgfirstucs org



What are you doing the Sunday
aiter Christmas Dav?
Sunday Dec. 28
{ The 4™ Day of Chrisbmas )

We are all invited to havea

single combined service

at the special time of 10) am

At the First Congregational Church in Jefferson.
For a simple Christmas Week Service

of singing carols and pravers.







