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Austinburg, OHIO

Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025 11 a.m.
Jesus is the cause of our Joy

GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE

Candle Lighting/ Prelude/ Ringing the Bell
Greetings and Announcements:
SONG OF PREPARATION:

*CALL TO WORSHIP:

L: O sing to the Lord a new song; tell of God’s salvation from
day to day.

P: For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.

L: Worship the Lord in holy array. Rejoice before God, all the
earth!

P: Honor and majesty are before God. Strength and beauty
are in God’s Holy sanctuary.

ALL: We shall raise our voices for the Joy we have in Jesus.

*HYMN: ”With Joy Draw Water” (NCH/ Black) # 109

*UNISON PRAYER:

God of Spirit, God of Grace; We gather to worship the
joy of your holy love. We belong to you, but often go astray.
You come into the world as the Ruler of Peace. We need you
to come into our lives again, to renew our joy in a way which
opens our hearts, and our minds. Inspire us to work for the
day when the joy of your justice and peace will be plain for
all to see. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

*RESPONSE: ( To be sung)
Rejoice! Rejoice! E-ma-nu-el. Shall come to thee O Is-sra-el.



- LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES: “Joy “

UNISON ADVENT PRAYER:

Gracious and loving God; As we await the coming of the
 One whom you sent, grant that our waiting might be the
active kind. Give us the courage to meet the challenge of
altering our thoughts and feelings about the world around
us, so that our actions might also be changed. Help us to
keep our priorities straight, our passions properly pointed,
and our eyes fixed upon the prize of joy. Remind us that
you lovingly require evidence of our repentance — kind-

ness, justice, and fairness. We pray in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen

RESPONSE:
The Hopes and Fears of all the Years, are met in you today.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

SCRIPTURES: Psalm 126: 1-3
Isaiah 31: 8-11

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN

* HYMN: “ Now Bless The God Of Israel” (NCH/Black) # 110
MESSAGE: “ Happy To See You” Rev. Bill Terry

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

A TIME FOR PRAYER:
Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer/ Silent Prayer /Lord’s Prayer ( debts / debtors )
Prayer Response



A TIME FOR SHARING:
Friendship Folders
Mission Moments: The Christmas Fund
A Reminder to send Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings to:
First UCC Church, PO. Box 253, Austinburg, OH. 44010

A PRAYER OF DEDICATION:

Divine God; Your will is revealed in hidden places. We are
told to be ready for your Messiah. One who will come in the
times we do not expect. We are told to clothe the naked,
feed the hungry, and visit those in prison. Come to us and
quiet our fears. Lead us, with Joy, that we may venture
with confidence into the unknown, and minister to
strangers in our midst. Use all of us, and our gifts, to you
use. In Christ’s name. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE:;:
L: May the coming of the Lord bring you Joy!
P: and also with you.

*HYMN: “Joy To The World” (NCH/ Black) # 132
*BENEDICTION:

*RESPONSE: Blest be the tie that binds, our hearts in
Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that
above.

*POSTLUDE

* = Those who are comfortable are invited to stand.

Music printed by permission of CCI License
# 582084
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lamb, the lamb, the wolf shall lie down with the lamb.
sea, the sea, as the wa - ters cov.-er the sea.
wild, grow wild, the brier and the thomn tree grow wild.

joy, in joy, your peo - ple shall go forth in Jjoy.
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With Joy Draw Water 109

Wit MeKinstry, 1986, 1993 Isa. 11:1-10; 12:2-6
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| With joy draw wa - ter from the spring; sal - va - tion’s liv-ing  well.
2 A shoot has sprung from Jes-se’s tree; of God the cho-sen One.
3 Withlove the poor will be re- ceived; the proud will turn a - side;

4 The wolf shall lie down with the lamb; the calf and 1j- on play.
> With joy draw wa - ter from the spring; sal - va - tion’s liv-ing  well.
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! the  Ho - ly One is in your midst; glad prais - es sing and tell!
A\ branch of knowl-edge and of truth; a gift of love has come!

M faith - ful - ness  will be 2 path, and righ-teous-ness the guide!
Loy peace shall dwell with-in  the land; a child shall show the way!
B Ho s ly One. is in your midst; glad prais - es sing and tell!
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Luke 1:68-79; Ps. 18:1-3; Isa. 9:2-7

Ruth Duck, 1985
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1 Now bless the God of Is - ra - el, who comes in love and  power,
2 Re - mem-ber-ing the cov -e - nant, God res - cues us from fear,
3 In ten-der mer-cy, God will send the day - spring from on high,
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who rais-es from the roy - al housede - liv - erance in this hour. |
that we might serve in hol - i - ness and peace from year to year;
our ris-ing sun, the light of life for those who sit and sigh.
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Through ho - ly proph-ets God hassworn to  free us from a - larm,
And you, my child, shall go be-fore to preach,to proph-e - 8§y,
God comesto guide our way to peace,that death shallreign no  morg.
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to save us from the heav-y hand of all who wish us harm.
that all may know the ten - der love, the grace of God most high.
Sing prais-es to the Ho - ly One! O wor-ship and a - dorel
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Ps. 98:4-9;

Luke 2:11-15
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I Joy. .to  the world', the.. Lord. . is come: let earth  its
2 Joy to the earth! the Sav - ior reigns! Let  all their
3 Christ rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the
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prais - es bring; Let ev - ery heart pre - pare Christ room,
songs em - ploy; While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

na - tions prove The glo - ries of God’s righ - teous - ness
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and heavenand na - ture sing, and  heaven and na - ture
re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
and  won - ders of God’s love, and won - ders of God’s
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and heaven and na - ture sing, and
re - peat the sound-ing joy, el =
and won -ders of God’s love, and
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Nng, and heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing.
|0y, re. - peat, re peat the sound-ing Jjoy.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of God’s love.
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Milligan, Karen Taylor, Maranda Rabenold,
Randy Tackett, Sandy Fitzhugh Wagner, Rob
Harrison, Zach Wilson, J inny Young, Tony
Schommer, Pat Yarbrough,. Kris Tetrick, Caro-
line Holden, Charlotte Carter, Margie Heino

Weekley Praver: Pastor Bill

Please keep our service members in prayer:

Robert “Nick” Grandy, John and Dan Jackam
and all our service
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Calendar Notes
Sunday. Dec 14th: 11 am Worship Service

Tues. Dec 16th: 10 am Bible Study
5:30 pm Yoga
8 pm AA
Wednesday Dec 17th: 12:00 pm Women's United Lunch
6 pm Blue Christmas
Thurs. Dec 18th: 4:30 Free Community Dinner
5:30 pm Yoga
7 pm Church Council
Fri. Dec 19th: 8 pm GRMC
Sat Dec 20th: 9:30 am Yoga
Sunday. Dec 21st: Sunday Worship




e R e el

k Austinburg, Ohio
December 14th 2025

Musician: Cindy Luoma

Rev. Bill Terry
Choir Director: Bridget Sherman

Stewardship: Please mail in your offerings to P.O. Box
253, Austinburg OH 44010. You also can sign-up for
online giving at app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/

austinburgucc or sign up via our website.

Please maintain your stewardship so we can continue to reach
out in Christ’s name. Thank you!

ot Pt

Previous Sunday’s attendance: 36

Check out our church website at austinburgfirstucc.org
Visit our Facebook page at

facebook.com/AustinburgFirstUCC

or email austinburgucc@windstream.net

Pastor Bill’s Contact Information
Rev. William Terry ~ (440) 335-4031 ~ gintex4@twc.com

Office Hours: Office Hours will be changing starting
Thursday
Office Phone: 440-275-5125

Tuesday: 8:30 am—11:30 am
Thurs, Friday: 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm
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Church Office email:
Staﬂ inburgucc@windstream ne
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who you are, or where you are in life, you are
welcome here. We welcome all ages, races, gen-
ders and orientations — because we welcome all
who love the Lord with no exceptions. Please
keep spreading the word we have something to
share.

Red Wagon Donations for the Geneva Food
Pantry for December: Any Canned Goods
Donations for the Blessing Box can go directly
into the Box by our back door. Personal toiletries
and feminine Hygiene products are always
needed.

Bible Study: Please join us every Tuesday at 10
am 1n the Conference Room.
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Free Communaity
Outrmcﬁ _‘Mea[
==8 December 18th
ALL ARE WELCOME!
y "™\ First United Church of Christ, Austinburg
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