FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Austinburg, Ohio
Second Sunday Of Christmas / Epiphany Sunday
January 4, 2026 11 am,
+  We may have come on different ships, but we 're in the same boat
now." - ML K. Jr,
GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE
CANDLE LIGHTING/ BELL / PRELUDE
GREETINGS and ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP: (Pastor)
*HYMN: * We Three Kings” (Pilgrim/ Red) # 143 (vs. 1-3 only)

*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

Eternal God, who malkes all things new, we praise your blessed
name, and ask for your mercy to be upon us. You are the God of
all comfort and peace. Draw us near to you. We are foolish, and
needy people. We speak harshly of one another, and we secretly
practice that which we abhor. Come to us, and free us. Release us
from the captivity of worldliness, and separation. Liberate us
from the ties of bondage, the anxieties which bewilder, and the
griefs which burden. Wonderful God, lift us into a place of joy,
that we may serve, and praise you forever. Amen.

*GO0D NEWS OF FORGIVENESS: (pastor)

Friends, hear the Good News. Christ has come to make forgiveness
true. So, be forgiving, be compassionate, be humble in his name.
Strive to preserve one another in the unity of our Lord.

*RESPONSE: ( to be sung )
As wi-th joy they hailed its light, leading on-ward, bea-ming
bright. So most grac-ious Lord may we, ever-more be led to thee.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
SCRIPTURES: Matthew 2: 1-6 Pastor Bill
Maithew 2: 7-12
Matthew 2: 16 - 18

A MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN:
MESSAGE: “ The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly” Rev. Bill Terry



RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
A TIME FOR PRAYER
Call To Prayer
Pastoral Prayer / Silent Prayer / Lord's Prayer ( debts / debtors )
Prayer Response

A TIME FOR SHARING:

Friendship Folders

A Reminder to Send Gifts , Tithes, and Offerings to:

First UCC Church, P.O. Box 253, Austinburg, OH. 44010

*Unison Prayer of Dedicalion:

Blessed are you, O Holy One. You trust us enough to care for
your ereation. Through our tithes, and offerings, we return to you
4 portion of all that you have given to us. May our offerings be a
means of serving you, in the mission to which you have called us,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Doxology: { Pilgriny’ Red) I} 515
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation:
Commumion [ymn: “ds With Gladness Men Of Old” (Red) # 119
(vs. 2-4 only)

- Entrance Of The Magi -
Magi # | - have Gold to give to the Messiah.
What do theses Candles represent?
Congregation: This is the candle that stands for the Christ, the
light of the world, and lamp to our feet, He is the light that came
into the world to overcome the darkness of sinful ways.
The darkest dark, can not overcome it,

Magi # 2 — I carry Frankincense for the Christ Child,

Why do vou use this bread?

Congregation: Because Jesus took the bread from the meal which
he ate with his disciples, blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to them
saying.” This is my body which is broken for vou and for all others,
for the forgiveness of your sins”™,

Magi #3 - And I brought the Myrrh.

What do these cups signify?

Congregation: They remind us of the cup of the new covenant. Je-
sus told his disciples that the cup symbolized his blood, which
would be shed, that all might know forgiveness, and have eternal
life.



Pastor: Let us pray .

Come, Holy Spirit. Open our eyes to the mystery of

Christ’s presence in these ordinary things, May they be for us
the very essence of the living Christ in our midst. Amen

Pastor: My friends, let us show our kinship with Jesus, and
with one another. Come, for all things are ready!

Sharing of the Elements

UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

Gracious and loving God, you have made us one body in
Christ, and nourished us at your table with holy food and
drink. Thank you for feeding the hunger and

relieving the thirst of our spirit. Now send us into the
world to do the work you have given us to do: to find the
lost and lonely, to heal broken souls, to free prisoners, and
to make the powerful care. Grant us strength to persevere
in resisting evil, and to proclaim—in all we say and do—
your good news in Christ Jesus, our Savior... Amen.

* PASSING THE PEACE

L: May the Joy of God’s Spirit be with you.

P: And also with you.

*HYMN: “What Star Is This?” (Red ) # 144 (vs. 1-3 only)
*BENEDICTION:

*POSTLUDE

* = Those who are comfortable are invited to stand.
Music printed by permission of CCI License # 582084



We Three Kings of Orient Are Pilgrim 143 large print 1
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1 We threekings of O-ri-ent are, Bear - ing gifts we {rav-ersea - far
2 Born a king onBeth-le-hem’splain, Gold 1 bring to crownhima - gain,
3 Frank-in-cense to  of-ferhave I, In - censeowns a de-i-ty mnigh;
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Myrrhis mine; its  bit-ter per- fume. Breathesa life of gﬂth—ar*mg gloom:

Glo-rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and God and Sac - - fice;
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Field and foun - tain, moor and moun-tain, Fol - low-ing yon - der star.
King for - ev - er, ceas-ing nev - er O - ver us all to reign
Prayerand prais-ing, all men rais - ing, Wor-ship him, God on high.
Sor-rowing, sigh- ing, bleed-ing, dy - ing, Sealedin the stone-cold tomb.
Al - le - ln-ia, al - le-lu - ial Soundsthroughtheearthandskies.
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West-ward lead-ing, still pro-ceed-ing, Guideus to thy per - fect light.
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As With Gladness Men of Old P119 LARGE PRINT
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1 Az with glad-ness men of old Did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As  with joy- ful stepsthey sped To thatlow-ly man- ger - bed,
8 As they of-fered gifts most rare, At the man-ger rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je-sus, ev-ery day Keepus in the nar-row way;
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with joy they hailed its light, Lead-ing on-ward, beam-ing bright;
There to bend the knee be - fore Himwhomheavenand earth a - dore;
S0 may we with ho-1ly joy, Pure and free from sin's al - loy,
And, whenearthly thingsare past, Bringour ran-somed souls at last
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So, most gra-ciousLord,maywe Ev - er-morebe led to thee.
S0 may we with will-ing feet Ev - er seekthy mer - cy seat.
All  our cost-liest treas-uresbring, Christ, to thee, our heaven-ly King.
Wheretheyneed no star to guide, Where nocloudsthyglo - ry hide. A-men.
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What Star Is This, With Beams So Bright Pilgrim 144 LARGE PRINT 1
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than the noon - day light? 'Tis sent o announce a  new - born
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king, :I]]ad ti - dings of our God to  bring.
stand, To read in heaven the Lord's com - mand.
fuse The guid- ance of thy light to  use.
raise An  end - less song of thank - ful praise! A - men.



In Our Prayers

Please remember in your pravers: Rev. Allison
Milligan, Karen Taylor, Maranda Rabenold, Randy
Tackett, Sandy Fitzhugh Wagner, Rob Harrison, Zach
Wilson, Jinny Young, Tony Schommer, Pat Yarbrough.,,.
Kris Tetrick, Caroline Holden, Charlotte Carter, Margie
Heino, Colleen Arrhar

Weekley Praver: Living Waters Association

Please keep our service members in praver:

Robert “Nick™ Grandy, John and Dan Jackam and all
our service

Calendar Notes

Sunday. Jan 4th: 11 am Worship Service

Tues. Jan 6th: 10 am Bible Studay

8§ pm AA
Thurs. Jan 8th : 7 pm Admin Board Meeting
Fri. Dec 9th: 8 pm GRMC
Sunday. Jan 11th : 11 am Worship

Service




Announcemernts

Welcome to First UCC-Austinbure. No matter
who you are, or where you are in life, you are
welcome here. We welcome all ages, races, gen-
ders and orientations — because we welcome all
who love the Lord with no exceptions. Please
keep spreading the word we have something to
share.

Red Wagon Doenations for the Geneva Food

Pantry for January: Cereal For the
Geneva Food Pantry

Donations for the Blessing Box can go directly
into the Box by our back door. Personal toiletries
and feminine Hygiene products are always
needed.

Bible Study: will resume on January 6th.

Yoga Classes: will be on Tuesdays from 4:00
pm to 7:30 pm and Saturdays from 9:00 am to 11
am 1n the Upper Annex

2 ) By L Yﬂ Church Wabaite: austinburafirstuce.org
L_ i H Ghurch Office email:
Em" anaet iy besrpac Esiscisraare, nesl
Church Facebook Page:
W'I:i':lnl:::::::l e wan faeahooh, comfAustinburgfistice
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Sunday, January 25, 2025
following Worship
by the FELLOWSHIP HALL

Lumeh will be served
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