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Dear Brothers and Sisters In Christ,

Autumn has arrived. As | write this, | have noticed the first colors, and first fallen leaves. Autumn
is often seen as a transition season. A time to transition from summer into winter. But | am one of
those people who adore Fall for its’ colors, its’ smells, its’ sounds ,its’ tastes, and the cool comfort it
brings.

Autumn is a season which needs to be appreciated on its’ own merits. Many agree, some do not.
However, as in life itself, each season of our own lives needs to be appreciated. There are times of
growth, and times of decay. Each holds its’ own beauty and lessons for us to retain. What lessons
does Fall offer?

Nothing lasts forever? Don’t be pining for the glory of spring and summer, when there is so much
beauty surrounding us? And yes: Death eventually comes to us all. As will winter.

Most of us know the words of Ecclesiastes chapter 3. “For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven. A time to be born, and a time to die”, etc...... ( You can go to your
Bibles, and read the rest.)

It has now been over year since my Ginny passed away. | have this profound feeling that | am
transitioning from someone who had a constant companion and partner, to someone who does not. |
am learning to appreciate what each day brings.

Perhaps the trick is to remainin the present, the moment, this season of life, and to reap what it is,
and not what we wish it used to be. Perhaps, it’s not about the Pumpkin Spice, apples, cider, and
doughnuts. Perhaps it’s about knowing that we are part of a continuum of life. A life which begins and
ends with God, and every day in between.

Enjoy the Fall.

Yours In Christ,

‘I pray to the God within me, that he will P / B %

o me the strength to ask the right questions”
premeReEs Elie Wiesel




Birthdays

E [R mp

Kevin Polkow
Robin Germack

Betty Patch
Elizabeth Ahlman
Frank Behne Ill

Jon Patch
Shayla Baker
Greg Ladd

Lance Loveridge
John Grafton

Please remember
in your prayers: P 7 6‘%

. . uests
Rev. Allison Milligan, Karen Taylor,

Maranda Rabenold, Randy Tackett, Sandy

Princeton Bailey
Evelyn Schaffer
Becky Gorczyca

Chadd Spade
Joanna Armington

Fitzhugh Wagner, Rob Harrison, Zach
Wilson, Jinny Young, Eileen Kusar, Tony
Schommer, Pat Yarbrough, Kathy Kline.

Rachel Harrington

aa”esr‘:, Sclh:’mmer Connie Hart Kris Tetrick, Caroline Holden, Charlotte
o SIngEn Emily O'Dell Harley Carter, Dwain Keller
Janet Shook Virginia Young
Kathy Kline Donald Schaeffer =
Ben Spangler Brian Germack /) “Niek®
et Robert “Nick” Grandy

Jacob Mirabell

Matt Menzie

Mary Hoff
Jacob Deligianis
Elleanore Gersper

Fred Shook

Robert Norris
Genevieve Winchell

Rebecca Nicholson
Raegan Grable
Liam Parker

Spencer Hudson

Molly Gorczyca

women i sewice. AN all of our men and women

V'/q/"' serving in the military.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

October:

5 Michael & Meghan Berkowitz
7 Matt & Becky Gorczyca

Christine Paxton Colt Otero 8 Len & Susie DelCalzo
Harrison _ 14 Charles & Sharon Long

. Joseph Miller Troy & April Scafuro
Michael Orth Jacob Bowser 19 Pete & Pat Turkenburg
Emma Peyton Peter Sherman 19 Cliff & Jane Bowser
Alyssa Meane

! Y Melanie Sanders November:
Lois Dutton Donald Brail 5 Randy & Mary Tackett

17 Brian & Kanda O’Dell

Tom Milligan

Carole Berkowitz
Brad Tackett

Jessica Bowser
Zupancic

Kelly Forman
Emily Forman
Frank Willis

Cliff Bowser
Sarah Dunbar

Luci Paxton
Huffstetler
Kaitlyn Carson

Eileen Kusar

Kevin Spangler

Mia DelCalzo & John Dvozenja
20 John & Polly Sanok




COUNCIL NOTES

Church Council Meeting 9 18 2025
Attendance: Pastor Bill Terry, Bridget Sherman, Chris Sherman, Norm Simko, Sandy O’Connell
Opening Prayer: Pastor Bill led the group in an opening prayer.

Reports: Pastor’s Report- Pastor Bill reported on updates of activities in the last month. He reminded members of the
Council picnic at his house on Saturday. This coming Sunday is Peace Sunday. Discussed ideas for outside portion of
the service. Neighbors in Need will be the following Sunday, and World Communion Sunday is October 5. We can
provide some international breads.

Administrative Board- No representative tonight, but Pastor reported that the shingles for the Crown Tower
are all painted and in the Disciple Center ready for the contractor to install them. Bridget reported that Ted Seifert
shared an idea for accessibility to the lower annex that will be explored, more information may be available in the
future. Pastor Bill discussed the power outage at the church on this past Tuesday, it was an Electric Company error.

Worship Team- Choir will be singing on October 5. Rally Day is October 5™ as well. Worship Team will
schedule a meeting to discuss plans for the rest of the year.

NGO- No report. Nancy is putting the fall newsletter together, so if we have anything to submit, she needs it
as soon as possible. We are looking at possible Friendship Sunday in the spring. The Rummage Sale was very
successful! Thank you to everyone involved!

Christian Ed.- Rally Sunday is October 5.
Council-at-Large- No report.

Old Business: Discussed the Shared Pastorate Agreement. Bridget will email the agreement to all Council members
to approve or add changes. Once the agreement is approved by Council, Bridget will get a copy to Jefterson’s
Council to review.

New Business: The Church’s 225 Birthday is in 2026, so if anyone has any ideas for celebration plans, please let us
know.

Norm discussed the Whosoever Club and the group discussed some ideas to help them continue to meet with kids in
Ashtabula.

Gratitudes: Thanks to all who organized and helped at the Rummage Sale!

Nominating for Next Year: Bridget discussed that we need to actively recruit for Council, as we have MANY spots to
fill. Discussed recruiting not for specific spots to fill, rather recruiting those interested in learning about how the
church works and would like to help make leadership decisions. Pastor Bill will mention it in church, and we will
work to actively discuss it with the congregation through a campaign.

Next meeting: October 16" at 7:00pm

Closing Prayer: Pastor Bill led the group in a closing prayer, ending with the Lord’s Prayer.



COUNCIL NOTES

Church Council Meeting 8 21 2025

Attendance: Pastor Bill Terry, Bridget Sherman, Chris Sherman, Bob Hart, Kanda O’Dell
NO QUORUM, UNOFFICIAL MEETING

Opening Prayer: Pastor Bill led the group in prayer.

Reports: Pastor’s Report. Group reviewed Pastor’s report. Pastor Bill had a lovely vacation time away. The ball
game got rained out Tuesday night, but the group enjoyed dinner together. Pastor Bill extended an invitation to
Council to meet at his house for a cookout on Saturday, September 20, 2025, 5:00p-7:00pm. Rummage Sale is
September 12" and 13™. We need to set a date for Friendship Sunday, in the past NGO has set the date for that.
Peace Sunday is September 21°. Rally Day is October 5™. Outdoor worship this Sunday (8/24) at 11:00am.

Administrative Board- Bob stated the Board did not meet. The Church received a healthy contribution
from an anonymous donor, so the Board has started improvements including painting of some exterior doors,
sealing the ramp, some of the interior steps, rails on the front entrance, and shingles for the crown tower.

Worship Team — No report. Worship team will haul out the items Pastor Bill will need on Sunday for
outside service. The cameras did not work one Sunday, but Bob had his son come in and fix the issue. Choir will
be singing Sunday, September 7.

NGO- No report.
Christian Ed. — Rally day is October 5.
Council-at-Large- No report.

Old Business:

Shared Pastorate Agreement: The group worked on re-wording the agreement to get back to Jefferson
UCC.

New Business:

Gratitudes: Thank you to Bob, Doug, and Ted for painting the shingles for the crown tower! Thank you to
Ted for arranging the painting of the doors, steps, and ramp. Thank you to Rob Hart for fixing the cameras!
Thank you to Priscilla for doing the family moments while Pastor Bill was on vacation.

Sons of the American Revolution will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, Sept. 13t and
Saturday, November 8™. Bridget spoke with Nancy about Rummage Sale arrangements to accommodate the
meetings.

Next meeting: September 18"

Closing Prayer: Pastor Bill led the group in a closing prayer including the Lord’s Prayer.
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

Worldwide C ion: It’s C ion with an international flavor and flair.

Worldwide Communion Sunday
October 5th *1 AM

Please join us
Enjoy seeing a variety of breads from around the world to represent the

worldwide body of Christians in Christ

Did You Know? : As an Elder in the Presbyterian Church, Buzz Aldrin celebrated Communion on the moon with
Neil Armstrong before their historic stepping onto the moon.

If you are watching online, please gather your own international style bread with any juice or wine of your choosing.

www.facebook.com/AustinburgFirstUCC
(RE -
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\g > 223 Sunday School Starts
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Presentation
October 5th @ 11AM

First United Church of Christ, Austinburg
2870 Rt 307 * (440) 275-5125
Austinburgfirstucc.org

SUNDAY
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Our annual Sunday to lift up all church members who have
passed away during the last 12 months.

A candle will be lighted, and a chime sounded for each person
during worship.

There will also be an opportunity to light a candle in

remembrance of your departed loved ones.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 2ud @ 11 AM

If you have lost a special family member this year,

please let the church office know by Oct. 29" call 440-275-5125

% FistUnited Chrch of Chis, Austinburg

2870 Rt 307 * (440) 275-5125

NOVEMBER 23that 11 AM

Let us show our thankfulness and
give glory to God by bringing a “Harvest Bounty”.
Non-perishable food items for a Thanksgiving Dinner
will be blessed and taken to the Geneva Food Pantry

Austinburgfirstucc.org

First United Church of Christ, Austinburg
2870 Rt 307 * (440) 275-5125
Austinburgfirstucc.org
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The 2"9 & 4" Wednesdays

of the month

Sunday, October 19th 10/8, 10/22, 11/12, 11/26

11 AM @7 PM
. f ight.
Celebra tlng 224 years We will b?ar :Ic?;:\ngel\:;gxican Train

a Dominos game.
All are invited for a special day of History It's easy to learn, no experience needed.

and celebration as we commemorate the
founding of our congregation in 1801, and I

point towards the future.
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A First United Church of Christ, Austinburg I

Y = = . n " - 2 %* =
~ ﬁ’v% First United Church of Christ, Austinburg | “ SRTURE MY ~ MR SEERE
u 2870 Rt 307 * (440) 275-5125 ' Austinburgfirstucc.org I

Austinburgfirstucc.org

1 e e .-u-.-.-w.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.:. Deadline for the next Newsletter is

Tree Community November 18th
Outreach Meal

[©  4:30-6 PM
October 16th &

November 20th

: el I MANDELA'S PRAYER
R 88 R a8 by Nelson Mandela

- '~ I Qur decpest ear s not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that
we are powerful beyond measure. 1t s our light, nof our darkness, that

iven bi most frightens us. We ask ourselves, who am [to be brillant, gorgeous,
Women who have never given birth are at 9 hild of
increased risk of Breast Cancer talented, fabulous? Actuelly, who are you notto be? Youre achild o

OCT&R IS BREAST HEAL ONTH:

° Studies suggest that the more alcohol a
woman drinks, the greater the risk of

increased risk of Breast Cancer.
I around you.
° Being overweight after menopause
I i's in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously
Breast Cancer.

*  Women who take menopausal hormone God. Your laying smalldoes notserve this world. There is nothing
gherapy With esirogen, appear to have an s enlightened about shrinking so that other people will ot feclinsceure
° Caucasian women have a higher rate of
Breast Cancer than women of other races.
i : We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make
increases the chance of getting Breast i C g .o i fus:
Cancer. manifest the glory of God that is within us. It's not Just in some of us,
s give other peaple permission to do the seme. As we are liberated from
‘ our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others

-from the National Cancer Institute

L____
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Church Website: austinburgfirstucc.org
Church Office email:
austinburgucc@windstream.net

Church Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/AustinburgFirstUCC

i Preparing
For

Advent

H M
Look for Christmas Giving
information in November.

e  The Deacons will be seeking help
to decorate the Sanctuary -
Thanksgiving weekend.

e  Worship details to come.

CHURCHRU

Thank you!

Many thanks to all who
helped make the
rummage sale a success. If you worked
shopped, and or donated to the sale, we
thank you. The profit from the sale was
$2,137 which went in the general fund.

All leftover items will be donated to Scout Troops 52 B & G
and Venture Crew 223 for their donation drive.
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DRIVE
& Cub Scoutf Pack 52 'v=~'BAL-suss
MEATBALL SUB SAL

Meal $10
just sandwich $8
lunch starting at 11am

Saturday, October 1 8th
T O=rm o Z2prr?
Saybrook Methodist Church
7900 Depot Rd -Ashtabula

Clean out the
CLUTTER, PICK URP LUNCH & RAISE FUNDS

Join Troops 52 B & G, and Venture Crew 223 by
simply donating the stuff you no longer want. You will raise money for the Scouts
and your unwanted items will be repurposed by Goodwill.

GOOD for SCOUTING / GOOD for the PLANET!
Accepting: clothin ng. fin nens, shoes, boots, pu 1ew elry, household items, books, CDs, videos,
s, games, portggood ectronics (no tube TVs), & toys.
NO BROKEN, DAMAGED, OR NON WORKING ITEMS
NO: mattresses, pillows, cribs, car seats, auto parts, hazardous materials, tires, or large furniture

To coordinate early drop offs, call or text Nancy @440 344-3980 starting Oct. 6th

vecent dlness. T am much better but its going

I é&éeaé&&w@ecwmy.

1 want te thank everysne for their prayers ¢

Interested in leading Christmas
Giving? Call or text
Nancy @ (440) 344-3980.

\ :\_ Red Wagon ,'

Our featured donations are:

October: Peanut Butter
and
November: Non-perishable
food items
for a Thanksgiving Dinner

Miles of Pennies

Thanks to a large donation and all the other donations we
have added $135 to our mile of pennies for this year. For
2025 so far we have collected $197. Thank you everyone who
has contributed.

Margie
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http://www.facebook.com/AustinburgFirstUCC

The First United Church of Christ
2870 Route 307

P.O. Box 253

Austinburg, OH 44010

*Non-Profit Organ
* U.S. Postage
*Austinburg, OH
* Permit No. 001

ELECTRONIC SERVICE
REQUESTED

Rev. Bill Terry: (440) 335-4031

Email: gintex4@twc.com

Cameron Hartly, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours: T-Th-F 8:00 am —11:00 am
Church Phone: (440) 275-5125

Email: austinburgucc@windstream.net
Website: austinburafirstucc.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

Austinburgfirstucc

CONCERN
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